
Tuesday, March 31, 2009 

 

Dear President Obama: 

 

We applaud your commitment to make global warming and clean energy top priorities in 2009.  

We look forward to working with you to adopt bold goals to repower, refuel, and rebuild 

America; to announce a plan early in 2009 to reach these goals; and to utilize the economic 

recovery package and federal budget and to get us started. 

 

From the big cities of the coasts to the industrial heartland to our rural communities, the 

slumping economy is taking its toll in shuttered businesses, disappearing jobs, bankruptcies, 

foreclosures, and an increased sense of anxiety about our collective future.  To revive the 

American dream, we need to rebuild our economy on a sound foundation – one that ends our 

dependence on oil, puts people back to work, contributes to long-term prosperity, rebuilds our 

communities, and addresses global warming.  The one path to achieve all of these goals is to take 

the lead on global warming by moving to a clean energy future. 

 

America is up to the challenge.  We have the technology, the tools, and the know-how to use 

energy more wisely and to obtain our energy from clean, renewable sources.  Clean energy will 

create new jobs, protect consumers from skyrocketing fossil fuel costs, and drive billions of 

dollars in capital investment into our economy—even as we save the planet.  What’s more, clean 

energy can be produced right here at home, freeing us from foreign sources of energy and 

creating new jobs in all sectors of the nation’s economy – including many jobs that can never be 

outsourced.    

 

Americans are already beginning to see the benefits of clean energy in their local economies.  

Laid-off workers in the nation’s “Rust Belt” are getting back to work building wind turbines and 

solar cells; farmers in the Midwest are supplementing their incomes with royalties from wind 

farms; residents of economically distressed inner cities are learning how to install solar panels 

and weatherize homes for greater energy efficiency.  Every part of the country has the 

opportunity to benefit from a transition to a new energy future. 

 

But to turn this trickle of green jobs into a torrent of new economic opportunities, we need to act 

boldly – and fast.  The key to moving to clean energy is enactment of a strong measure that caps 

global warming pollution, requires polluters to reduce and pay for their pollution, and drives 

massive new investments in clean energy technologies.  We can: 

 

• Move to 100% clean electricity from sources such as wind, solar, geothermal, and 

sustainable biomass.  Achieving this goal won’t happen overnight, but America has 

vast, untapped clean energy resources.  For instance, the wind blowing over just five 

U.S. states – North Dakota, South Dakota, Kansas, Montana and Texas – could 

produce enough electricity to power the entire United States.  To harness these clean 

sources of energy, we need an aggressive national renewable electricity standard, 

strong national energy efficiency standards, and the right policies, public investments, 

and infrastructure to deliver clean energy to America in an environmentally-

responsible manner.    

 



• Cut our dependence on oil in half.  America can use oil far more efficiently, shift to 

low-carbon fuels, and transition some of our travel to more affordable and sustainable 

transportation choices.  To get started, we need to significantly increase the fuel 

economy of our cars and trucks, create new incentives for plug-in electric vehicles, 

and adopt a federal low-carbon fuel standard that will bolster rural economies and cut 

global warming emissions.  We also must make major new investments in 

infrastructure, rail transportation, and public transit to provide Americans with more 

affordable and sustainable transportation choices. 

 

• Create 5 million new clean energy jobs.  Our country should make major new 

investments in infrastructure and technology to put Americans back to work.  Central 

to this effort is a plan to retrofit millions of buildings and homes in the United States, 

which will save consumers and businesses money and create new jobs.  We can help 

fund this investment by putting science-based limits on global warming pollution and 

requiring polluters to reduce and pay for their pollution.  Investment in clean energy 

and energy efficiency will speed our economic recovery and create millions of new 

jobs here at home in every part of the country. 

 

• Reduce total U.S. global warming pollution by at least 80 percent.  The latest 

climate science indicates that the United States must reduce emissions of global 

warming pollutants quickly and dramatically if we hope to avoid the worst impacts of 

global warming.  America must take decisive action now by putting science-based 

limits on global warming pollution and requiring polluters to reduce and pay for their 

pollution.  This also will enable the United States to play a leadership role in 

achieving a global commitment to strong action. 

 

Today, we have the opportunity to turn in a new direction and achieve a new economic and 

energy future for America.  It will take vision and commitment from all sectors of American 

society.  But it is up to you to provide the leadership to repower, refuel, and rebuild America. 

 

We hope to work with you to adopt the goals described above, to announce a plan early in 2009 

to reach these goals, and to utilize the economic recovery package and federal budget to get us 

started. 

 

Sincerely, 
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Indiana Building Trades 

Indiana Economic Development, Inc. 

Indiana Farmer's Union 

Indiana Methodist Church 

Indiana Sports Corporation 

Indiana Steel Workers 
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NW Guides and Anglers Association 

Ocean Renewable Power Co. 

Ocean State Action 

Oceana 

Ohio Center For Progressive Leadership 

Ohio Environmental Council 

Ohio Interfaith Power and Light 

Ohio League of Conservation Voters 

Old Mill Power 

One Less Car 

Opechee Trading Post 

Operation Green Leaves 

OR Council of TU 

OR Trout 

Oregon Anglers 

Oregon Marine Trade Associations 

Organically Clean 

Oshkosh Sustainability Advisory Board 

OWLS Chapter of the North Carolina Wildlife Federation 

Palmetto Homes 

Panhandle Conservation Council 

Park County Environmental Council 

Patagonia Environmental Programs 

Paugus Bay Sport Shop 

People's Alliance for Clean Energy 

Pequannock River Coalition 

Perres & Associates 

Pew Environment Group 

PhotoVolt US Inc. 

Physicians For Social Responsibility 

Pisgah Chapter Trout Unlimited (NC) 

Place In the Woods 

Planned Parenthood of Indiana 

Pooh Corner Electric 

Portland Green Streets 

Power Trip Energy 

Prince William Soundkeeper 

Princeton Power Systems 

Progress Michigan 

Progress Now Colorado 

Progress Now Nevada 



Progressive Democrats of West Michigan 

ProgressNow 

Protecting, Advocating, and Conserving Together (PACT) in the High Country 

Public Citizen Energy Program 

Puget Sound Solar 

Purist Energy LLC 

Quin Rivers Agency 

Quit Coal & We Are Michigan 

RAIL Solution 

Raptors of the Rockies 
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Rural Renewable Energy Alliance (RREAL) 
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Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council 

Tongass Conservation Society 

Town of Speedway 

Toxics Action Center 

Transition Lincoln 

Transportation Choices Coalition 

Transportation Engineering 

Tribal Air Monitoring Support Center 

Trout Unlimited, Chatooga Chapter 

TU McKenszie River Chapter 

UA Local Union 725 (Plumbers and Pipefitters) 
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Richard  Johnson, Director of Sustainability for Facilities, Engineering and Planning, Rice 

University 

Linda Joseph, County Commissioner, Saguache County 

Kitty K. Jung, Washoe County Commissioner District 3, Washoe County 

Jeremy Kalin, State Representative, Minnesota State Legislature 
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Frank C. Ortis, Mayor, Pembroke Pines 

Sal Pace, State Representative, Colorado General Assembly 

Sam Pace, County Commissioner, Saguache County 

Joe Parisi, State Representative, Wisconsin State Assembly 

Cindy L Parker, Co-Director, Program on Global Sustainability and Health, Johns Hopkins 

Bloomberg School of Public Health 

Ronald Parry, Professor of Biochemistry and Cell Biology, Rice University 

Renee Parsons, Mayor, Durango 

Tsai Pei-ting, Lecturer of Chinese in the Center for the Study of Languages, Rice University 

Chap Peterson, State Senator, Virginia General Assembly 

Paul Pinsky, State Senator, Maryland State Senate 

Larry Pogemiller, Senate Majortiy Leader, Minnesota State Legislature 

Al Pollard, Former State Delegate 

Philip Dale Pregent, Mayor, Keene 

Yvonne Prettner Solon, State Senator, Chair, Energy Utilities Technology and Communications  

Committee 

Allen Prindle, Professor of Economics, Otterbein University 

Nanxiu Qian, Associate Professor of Chinese literature, Rice University 

Gary Resnick, Mayor, Wilton Manors 

Jaclyn Rhoads, Director for Conservation Policy, Pinelands Preservation Alliance 

Jon Richards, State Representative, Wisconsin State Assembly 

Fred Risser, State Senator, Wisconsin State Senate 

Stacy Ritter, Mayor, Broward County 

Judith Robson, State Senator, Wisconsin State Senate 

John E. Rodstrom, Jr., Commissioner, District 7, Broward County 

Sandy Rummel, State Senator, Minnesota State Legislature 

Jack Rupert, Former Chairman, Broadview Financial Corp. 

R.T. Rybak, Mayor, City of Minneapolis 

Su Ryden, State Representative, Colorado General Assembly 

John Sagebiel, Environmental Affairs Manager, University of Nevada, Reno 

Karina V.R. Schäfer, PhD Ecosystem Ecologist, Department of Biological Sciences, Rutgers  

University 

Paul Schreiber, Mayor, City of Ypsilanti 

Don Slesnick, Mayor, Coral Gables 



Linda Slocum, State Representative, Minnesota State Legislature 

Jacob Smith, Mayor, Golden 

Richard  Smith, George and Nancy Rupp Professor of Humanities, Professor of History, and 

Director of the Chao Center for Asian Studies Rice University,  

Judy Solano, State Representative, Colorado General Assembly 

Yvonne Prettner Solon, State Senator, Minnesota State Legislature 

Sunil Somalwar, PhD Physics Rutgers University  

Katy Sorenson, Commissioner, District 8, Miami-Dade County 

Linda Stender, Assemblyowman, New Jersey State Assembly 

Joan Strassmann, Harry C. and Olga K. Wiess Professor Ecoloy and Evolutionary Biology  

Department Chair, Rice University,  

Louise Taylor, PhD Organizational Psychology, Ramapo College 

Walter Tejada, Arlington County Commissioner, Arlington County Board of Supervisors 

Patsy Tice, State Senator, Virginia General Assembly 

Joanne Twomey, Mayor, Biddeford 

Jean Wagenius, Chairwoman, House Environment and Natural Resources Finance Division 

Connie Wagner, Assemblywoman, New Jersey State Legislature 

Tony Wagner, Minnetonka City Councilmember 

John Ward, State Representative, Minnesota State Legislature 

Diana Wasserman-Rubin, Commissioner, District 8, Broward County 

Loretta Weinberg, Senator, New Jersey State Senate 

Lois Wexler, Commissioner, District 5, Broward County 

Alma Wheeler Smith, State Representative Salem, elected leader 

Mary Margaret Whipple, State Senator, Virginia General Assembly 

Kenton Whitmire, Professor of Chemistry 

Lora Wildenthal, Associate Professor of History Rice University 

Rick Wilson, Herbert S. Autrey Professor of Political Science and Chair of Political Science  

Department Rice University 

John Wise, Mayor, City of Enumclaw 

Ron Wolff, Supervisor, District 2, Accomack County 

John Zammito, John Antony Weir Professor of History Rice University,  

Christopher Zimmerman, Arlington County Commissioner, Arlington County Board of  

Supervisors 

Ralph Arnold, Forrester 

Saskia Cohick, GIS Consultant 

 

 

 


